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EINARRATIVE

Narrative
The Town of Seekonk is a suburban community on the Rhode Island border. It
was incorporated in 1812 from the western half of Rehoboth and contains
rolling hills with extensive swamp acreage in the central portions of the
town. During King Philip's war, settlers fled the Seekonk area and took
refuge in several garrison houses located south and north of the town. It
is conjectured that the buildings in the town suffered severe damage during
the war and it was probably after 1676 that settlers started moving back.
Two industrial villages developed to supplement the agricultural economy,
with such businesses as the Rumford Chemical Works, but what had been the
industrial area of the town in the late 18th and early 19th century was
lost when East Providence was incorporated in 1862 taking half of the
town's territory, two-thirds of its valuation and more than two-thirds of
its population.
The town remained basically agricultural into the 20th century, although
the Kent Manufacturing Company did make tennis racquets and croquet sets on
the upper reaches of the Tenmile River. With the opening of the Providence
and Taunton street railway in 1891, Seekonk became increasingly a
residential suburb of Providence.

(Seal supplied by community. Narrative based on information
provided by the Massachusetts Historical Commission)
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EGEOGRAPHY

Location

Southeastern Massachusetts, bordered by Pawtucket, Rhode Island, on the
northwest; East Providence, Rhode Island, on the southwest; Attleboro on the
north; Rehoboth on the east; and Swansea on the south. Seekonk is 37 miles south
of Boston; 40 miles southeast of Worcester; 4 miles east of Providence, Rhode
Island; and 184 miles from New York City.

Total Area: 18.42 sq. miles
Land Area: 18.32 sq. miles
Population: 13,046
Density: 712 per sq. mile

Climate
(National Climatic Data Center)

(Taunton Station)

Normal temperature in January..... 25.9°F
Normal temperature in July........ 71.2°F
Normal annual precipitation....... 46.7"

U.S.G.S. Topographical Plates
East Providence, Attleborough
Regional Planning Agency
Southeastern Regional Planning and
Economic Development District
Metropolitan Statistical Area

(1993 Definition)
Fall River
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@GOVERNMENT

Municipal Offices
Main Number: (508) 336-7400
Telephone Numbers for Public Information

Form of Government
Board of Selectmen
Executive Secretary
Representative Town Meeting

Year Incorporated
As a town: 1812

Registered Voters (Secretary of State 1994)

Number %
Total Registered 7,347
Democrats 1,345 18.3
Republicans 685 9.3
Other parties 2 0.0
Unenrolled Voters 5,315 72.3

Legislators

Senators and Representatives by City and Town
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http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/telidx.htm
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/legis/citytown.htm

@DEMOGRAPHICS

Table DP-1. Profil e of General Demographic Characteristics: 2000
Ceographic Area: Seelonk town, Bristol County, Massachusetts

[Far information on corfidertiality protection, nonsampling error, and definitions, see text]

Subject Mumber] Percent Subject Mumber| Pement

Total population. ... ... .. ... 14,425 1000 |HISPAMNIC OR LATING AMND RACE

Total population. . . 13,426 000
SEX AND AGE Hizpanic or Latine [of anvg.r EJ}E-:I o= ar
MMake. . . G817 485 exican. . 20 04
Female. ... ... SO08 515 F'ue-rtoFliu::an 29 02
Cuban . 4 -
StoDpeare L L gz| &6 | Other Hispanio or Latino % o
10toddyears ... jReCe 7.g | Mot Hispanic of Latino .. 13,325 893
1510 A years 055 79 White BIONE. . oo 12,887 Q54
2O 2AEATE L g24 A9 | RELATIONSHIP
Btoddyears ... 1,445 0.8 Total population... ... 13,426 1004
B VAT 2,412 1800 households. .. ..o 13,423 4000
Aot B VSRS ... 2,195 15,4 Householder 4,845 a5 1
BRtC B9 Al L =] 591 spouze . 4,274 o244
GO0 G VSRS ... e 550 42 Chid. . 4,457 234
ﬁto”!-féafs------------------------------- 98 7.4 Own&hlldunder'layears aiss| 228
75 10 Bd years . &5 491 Other relatives . 515 38
868 years and e . AU 1684 12 Under 12 Years {04 14
Medbana.getg.rears]........................... 27 G| Moenrektives 254 28
Unmarmied partner 184 1.4
1Byear3and01rer............................ 10033 747 lIn greup quarters .. 2 -
Male. . . 4024 B0 | instiutionalized population. - -
Female. 5,200 3881 Neninstitutienalized populatbn 2 -
21 years anu:l oxre-r 0512 715
621,rearsandover 2,149 1G.0 | HOUSEHOLD BY TYPE
Ghyearz and cuer. ... 1,810 185 Total households. . 4842 100.0
Male. ... ... TOS 50 Fammrhouaghobjg(farmhe@] 8074 oo0
Femalke. . ... ... 1,014 T8 Wrthownchlljrenundermyears 1,727 257
lamied-coupke family .. 4273 ST
PACGE Wiith s chidren under 151,rear3 1,454 a00
One race. 13267 988 |  Fomak housshoker, ne husband present. 450 05

Wil fiites . 12,964 955 Wiith cwn chidren under 18 years .. ........ 215 45

Black or Affan Amerian . 0 058 | Menfamily househelds | el=e) 200

Amerizan Indian and Ala,ska Natnre a8 Q2] Househelder living al-::-ne 815 154

Aszin . 127 04 Housshokder 85 years and crer. 400, a8
ﬁsanlndan 20 a4
Chlne@e L] 5 | Households with indiduals under 18 years .. 1,850 284
FlipInG . ... 5 - [Heuzzholds with individuals & years and cver . 1,211 a7
ﬁ@nﬁ 13 0_; merage housshod sze. o L 27T [
Vietnameas. 5 . Average familysize. ... o a42 4]
Cther Asian ' . g -

Matire Hawaiian anu:l Other F'au::lfn Islanu:le-r.... - - HO%DSTI;TiSUIL;?nLEIIPﬂnhﬁT 4947 1000
gﬁ;"ﬁa;‘;"ﬂfaamom - - [Cosupied housing units . 4843| arg
Eamoan Wacant housing units. . T 104 24
OtherF'aJ:rfblslanderzmm-mmmm : : For seazconal, rec:reatDnal of

Some other @me ... 5T 05 oc::asnnall.tse =0 04

T OF TNOTE RGEE ..o et e e e et 158 1.2 |Homeowner vazanzy mie (pement). . ....... ..., 0.4 (4]
Goca slona o in camb;naﬁm with oma Rentalvacancy rake (peroent). ... ... .. 25 %)
o mgra offiar raceas:
HOUEING TEMURE

‘é“lahﬁomfmnmemn 13\?35 gg-g Occupied housing units .................. 4942 1000

2 1Ownercozupied hoeusing units ... ... 4,207 oay
amerizan Indian and Alxska Matve ... ... ... a5 07 Rentercosupied housing units 45 113
azian 145 19
Mative Hawaian and Cther Pacifi lslander. .. .. 15 21 | average housshol sze of cwneroccupied units. 2.08 4]
Somecthelr @Ee . ... 131 1.0 | Average housshold sfe of Reiterostupied units . 227 4]

- Fepresents zero of rounds to Zems.

) Net applicable.

' Cther Azian alone, of e of Moz Asian categories.
£ Crher Pacific [zander alene, of we or more Mative Hawaiian and Other Pasific lslander categorics
# In combination with ohe or more of the other races listed. The sic numbers may add to more than the total population and the six percentages
may add to mene than 100 peroent because individuals may report mone than one @ee.

Soume: LS, Census Bunsau, Gensus 2000,
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fHOUSING CHARACTERISTICS

Home Sales (Banker & Tradesman) -
Town Stats - Free market Statistics

Subsidized Housing Units (pHCD 1998)
DHCD Subsidized Housing Inventory

Subsidized Housing Units: The number of housing units which count toward the municipality's 10% goal
for low- and moderate-income housing. It includes both subsidized affordable units and market rate units
in certain eligible subsidized developments.

Public Housing Units (DHCD 1999)

Conventional State: 80
Conventional Federal: 0
Rental Assistance(DHCD 1999)
State (MRVP: 1
Federal (Section 8): 0
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http://www.thewarrengroup.com/home/ts
http://www.state.ma.us/dhcd/components/hac/subhous.htm

E'TRANSPORTATION

TRANSPORTATION AND ACCESS

The Taunton-Attleboro region, where Seekonk is located, has excellent
highway facilities. Interstate 495, especially well designed south of
Boston, provides access to Interstate 90 to the northwest and to U.S. Route
6, the Mid-Cape Highway, to the southeast. Interstate 95 and the Fall River
Expressway (State Route 24) provide access to the airport, port, and
intermodal facilities of Boston and Providence.

Major Highways
Principal highways are State Route 152; Interstate 195 and U.S. Route 6,
which link the southern coastal cities and towns; and U.S. Route 44, which
runs roughly E-W between Plymouth and Providence, Rhode Island. Interstate
Route 95 is accessible in the neighboring town of Attleboro.

Rail
Commuter rail service to Back Bay Station and South Station, Boston, is
available from South Attleboro Station in the adjacent town of Attleboro.
Travel time to BBS: 45-56 min.; 562 MBTA parking spaces.

Bus

Seekonk is not affiliated with a regional transit authority.

Other

Airport facilities are available at the municipal airports of Fall River
and Providence, Rhode Island.
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@CULTURE AND RECREATION

LIBRARIES

Board of Library Commissioners On-line Library Catalo

MUSEUMS

(American Association of Museums)
None

RECREATION

Telephone Numbers for Public Information
Recreational Facilities (Recreational sites and activities)

Department of Environmental Management Recreation Section

Department of Housing and Community Development
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director


http://www.mlin.lib.ma.us/flash3.html
http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
http://www.state.ma.us/dem/rec-act.htm

@MISCELLANEOUS

HEALTH FACILITIES

(Dept. of Public Health 1992)

Hospitals

None

Long Term Care
None
Hospices
None
Rest Homes
None
UTILITIES
Telephone Numbers for Public Utilities

Department of Housing and Community Development
Mitt Romney, Governor, Jane Wallis Gumble, Director


http://www.magnet.state.ma.us/sec/cis/cistel/
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NOTE: The COMMUNITY PROFILE draws information from a diversity of sources. The main source
of information is listed under each section. In some instances comments submitted by the municipality
were incorporated to correct and/or enhance the information obtained from the main source. However,
no changes were made to those data bases which must be consistent throughout the state. DHCD has
made efforts to ensure the accuracy of all data in the COMMUNITY PROFILES, but cannot take
responsibility for any consequences arising from the use of the information contained in this document.
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